
	
Housing	Quality	Standards	

Inspection	Checklist	
and	

Additional	Local	Requirements	
	

Included	in	this	packet	are:	the	HUD	Housing	Quality	Standards	Inspection	
short	form	(HUD‐52580),	a	list	of	Additional	Local	Requirements	applicable	
to	assisted	housing	in	Washington	County,	and	a	list	of	the	factors	
considered	in	the	determination	of	rent	reasonableness.	
	
An	expanded	version	of	HUD	HQS	Inspection	checklist	is	also	available	with	
detailed	instructions	online—search	for	“HUD	Form	52580‐A”	or	go	to	
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/documents/huddoc?id=52580‐a.pdf.		
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	 ADDITIONAL	LOCAL	REQUIREMENTS	 Yes/Pass	 No/Fail	
1.	 Walls:	Is	plaster/drywall	free	from	cracks/sagging	or	other	major	damage?	 	 	

2.	 Windows:	Are	window	sashes	solid	and	intact,	properly	ϐitted,	and	free	from	damage	
and/or	deterioration?		Do	all	windows	provide	a	weather‐tight	seal? 

	 	

3.	 Doors:	Are	all	exterior	doors	weather‐tight,	lockable,	have	no	holes,	have	all	trim	
intact,	and	have	a	threshold?		Are	all	interior	doors	free	from	holes	that	breach	both	
sides	of	the	door	and	open‐able	without	the	use	of	a	key? 

	 	

4.	 Floors:	Are	all	ϐloors	smooth	(free	from	tripping	hazards)	and	ϐinished?		Do	all	ϐloors	
have		transition	trim/sealing	where	ϐlooring	meets	the	wall	or	another	type	of	
ϐlooring?		Are	ϐloors	free	from	exposed	nail	heads,	tape/securing	material? 

	 	

5.	 Sinks:	Do	all	sinks	and	commode	water	lines	have	shut‐off	valves	(unless	faucets	are	
wall	mounted)? 

	 	

6.	 Toilets:	Are	all	toilets	free	from	worn/cracked	toilet	seats/lids?		Do	all	tank	lids	ϐit	
properly? 

	 	

7.	 Security:	If	window	security	bars/security	screens	are	present,	are	they	equipped	
with	a	quick	release	system? 

	 	

8.	 Smoke	Detectors:	Is	there	at	least	one	(1)	working	smoke	detector	on	each	level	of	
the	home?		If	the	home	has	an	area	for	living/sleeping	that	is	generally	separated	
from	the	main	living	area,	has	an	additional	smoke	detector	been	installed	in	the	
separated	area?		Do	all	smoke	detectors	have	10‐year	batteries,	a	test	button,	and	a	
silencer/hush	button?*	

	 	

9.	 Electrical/Mechanical	Equipment:	Is	all	electrical/mechanical	(such	as	
dishwashers,	laundry	equipment,	etc)	supplied	by	the	owner	in	good	working	order	
and	does	not	pose	a	danger	to	the	family? 

	 	

10.	 Water	Heater:	Is	the	water	heater	equipped	with	a	discharge	line	from	the	
Temperature/Pressure	Relief	Valve	that	is	aimed	toward	the	ϐloor	or	plumbed,	and	
made	of	metal	or	a	material	rated	to	handle	water	at	temperatures	exceeding	120	
degrees	Fahrenheit? 

	 	

11.	 Modiϐications	to	the	Unit	to	Accommodate	a	Disability:	Have	any	modiϐications	to	
accommodate	a	disability	been	done	in	such	a	way	that	they	meet	the	other	
requirements	of	HQS	and	building	codes? 

	 	

12.	 Exterior	Identiϐication	of	the	Unit:	Is	the	address	of	the	unit	identiϐiable	from	the	
exterior?		Is	the	street	number	(single	family	homes)	or	unit	number	(multi‐family	
units)	displayed	on	the	exterior	of	the	unit?		Is	the	street	number/unit	number	
readable? 

	 	

13.	 Potable	Water:	If	the	unit	has	a	water	source	other	than	a	municipal	connection	(i.e.	
wells,	pumps,	springs),	has	the	water	been	tested,	and	approved,	for	potability	by	an	
appropriate	testing	agency? 

	 	

*	Be	aware	that	the	minimum	requirements	for	smoke	detectors	to	meet	HQS	may	not	meet	local	code	
requirements.	The	Department	of	Housing	Services	encourages	owners	of	rental	housing	to	check	with	
the	local	jurisdiction	or	ϐire	department	to	ensure	compliance	with	local	code.	



Appendix	B:	Rent	Reasonableness	Factors	
Below,	the	factors	used	as	points	of	comparison	for	determining	rent	reasonableness	are	listed.	
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